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SUBJECT: RED FLAG ATTACK ON TRADITIONAL NOVEL AS EXAMPLE OF 
"CAPITUALATIONISM" 

1. DEPARTMENT AND HONG KONG AT LEAST PRESUMABLY WERE 
ALERTED BY FBIS OF AUGUST 28 PEOPLE’S DAILY'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
RED FLAG NO. 9 WOULD CARRY A MAJOR ATTACK ON THE 
TRADITIONAL NOVEL "SHUI HU CHUAN" AS NEGATIVE TEACHING 
MATERIAL ON WHAT CAPITUALATIONISM IS ALL ABOUT. 

THEY WILL ALSO BY NOW HAVE SEEN THE BBC-FBIS TRANSLATIONS 
OF RED FLAG'S COMMENTARY ON THIS NOVEL 
AS CARRIED IN THE AUGUST 31 PEOPLE'S 

DAILY. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE HARD COPY OF RED FLAG 
AND WILL BE COMMENTING FURTHER BUT FOR THE MOMENT 
WANT TO NOTE TWO INDICATIONS FOR THE CHINHE READERSHIP 
THAT MAO HIMSELF IS ASSOCIATED FROM THIS OBVIOUSLY 
MAJOR DEPARTURE. FIRST, THE FRONT PAGE OF THE 
AUGUST 28 PEOPLE'S DAILY CARRYING IN THE USUAL PLACE THE 
FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT OF RED FLAG NO. 9'S TABLE OF CONTENTS 
WAS DEVOTED OTHERWISE ENTIRELY TO MAO'S AUGUST 27 MEETING 
WITH CAMBODIAN LEADERS AND FEATURED THREE LARGE PICTURES 
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OF MAO SHAKING HANDS WITH HIS VISITORS. SECOND, THE 
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CHAIRMAN'S APPROBATION OF LU HSUN, THE REPUBLICAN ERA 
WRITER WHOSE BRIEF CRITICISM OF THIS NOVEL PROVIDES 
THE THEME OF THE ATTACK, IS EMPHASIZED BY A BOLD FACE 
MAO QUOTATION IN PRAISE OF LU HSUN FACING THE PAGE THAT IS 
DEVOTED TO LU HSUN'S COMMENTS ON THE NOVEL. 

2. THE RED FLAG ATTACK ON SHUI HU CHUAN WAS PRECEDED 
BY SIMILAR MATERIAL IN THE PEKING GUANG MING HIH PAO 
OF AUGUST 23 AND AUGUST 30, COPIES OF WHICH MAY 
HAVE REACHED HONG KONG BY NOW. 

THAYER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PUBLICATIONS, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PEKING01678 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750303-0170 
From: PEKING 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750992/aaaaddnn.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <24 OCT 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RED FLAG ATTACK ON TRADITIONAL NOVEL AS EXAMPLE OF "CAPITUALATIONISM" 

TAGS: PINT, CH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



